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‘and elsewhere in the SALT ”Ir
agreaments become easier 1o un-.
derstand. <

Rut is it a violation? Of the letter? Of .
the spirit? It's both. A violation of our .
, letter and their spirit. And for an
agreement that is 90 per cent spiril and :
" ,10 per cent letter, we are at least 93 per
cent justified in being concerned. A |
fully informed President could nothave
said, without qualification, as did
.President Ford on June 25, that the?
.Soviet Union has ‘not violated the |
.SALT agreement, not used any;
loopholes.” Thal statement is false and "
. it matters little how the formal |
TR et ‘structure of committees commium,-"§ '
- -panels, vorking groups, consultations -
. and briefings is organized, on paper or -
“in [act, if the end result is a Presidentso =
till-informed on so important a matter.. - ¢
The lessonis clear. Any SALT:-1L+
- agreement must be precise. The terms™
“and limitations must be defined. The +
-Soviets mus! agree to siale whati
_weapons they now have and how these
. and fulure weapons will be affected by,
the trealy. There must be no loorholes,
1o ambiguities; tire back door must not -
again be left ajar. And we must take the
. time necessary {o negotiate an
: agreemenl that sels down the letter as -
: well as invoking the spirit of what it is -
: we wish to achieve. We shouid not have .
“to say again, as Dr, Kissinger said of
“our ill-fated definition of a heavy’
t1nizsile, that it was “‘issued by the’
delegation...the last day of the
nezutiations, just fo finish up the piece
of paper.” - IS
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